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MARK i. 15. 


The Kingdom of God is at hand + Repent ye, and 
believe the Gofpel, | 


HESE words naturally lead us to conſider, 
Firſt, The nature of True Religion, here 
termed by our Lord, 7he k:ngdom of God, which, 
ſaith he, is at hand: and Secondly, 'The way 
thereto, which he points out in theſe words, 
Repent ye, and believe the goſpel, f 


I. 1. We are, Firft, to con“ ler, The nature of 
True Religion, here termed by our Lord, The Aing- 
dom of God. The ſame expreſſion the great Apoſtle 
uſes in his Epiſtle to the Romans, where he like- 
wile explains his Lord's words, ſaying, The kings 
dom of God is not meat and drink but righteouſneſs, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Chap. xiv. 
ver. 17. 

2. The kingdom of God, or True Religion, is n 
meat and drink. It is well known, that not onl 
the unconverted Jews, but great numbers of bol 
who had received the Faith of Chriſt, were not- 
withſtanding zealous of the Law, (Acts xxi. 20.) 
even the Ceremonial Law of Moſes, Whatſoever 
therefore they found written therein, either con- 
cerning meat and drink-offerings, or the diſtinction 
between clean and unclean meats, they not only 
obſerved themſelves, but vehemently preſſed the 
ſame, even on thoſe among the Gentiles (or 
heathens) who were turned to God. Yea, to ſuch” 
a degree, that ſome of them taught, whereſoever 
they came among them, A ye be circumciſed, 
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and keep the Lam, (the whole Ritual Law) ye cannot 
be ſaved. Acts xv. 1. 24. | | 8 
3 In oppoſition to theſe, the Apoſtle declares, 
both here and in many other places, That True 
Religion does not conſiſt in Meat and Drink, or 
in any ritual obſervances; nor indeed in ary out- 
ward thing whatever, in any thing exterior to the 
heart; the whole ſubſtance thereof lying in righ- 
veouſnefs peace and joy-in the Holy Ghoſt. 

4. Not in any outward thing; ſuch as forms or 
ceremonies, even of the moſt excellent kind. Sup- 
poſing theſe to be ever ſo decent and ſignificant, 
ever ſo expreſſive of inward things: ſuppoſing 
them ever fo helpful, not only to the vulgar, whole 
thought reaches little farther than their ſight ; but 
even to men of underſtanding, men of ſtronger ca- 
pacities, as doubtleſs they may ſometimes be: yea, 


tuppoling them, as in the caſe of the Jews, to be 


appointed by God himſelf; yet even during the 
period of time wherein that appointment remains 
in force, True Religion does not principally con- 
ſift therein; nay, ſtrictly ſpeaking, not at all. How 
much more muſt this hold concerning ſuch rites 
and forms, as are only of human appointment ? 
The Religion of Chrift riſes infinitely higher, and 
lies immenſely deeper than all theſe, Theſe are 
good in their place; juſt ſo far as they are in fact 
ſubſervient to true Religion. And it were ſuperſtition 
to object againſt them, While they are applied only 
as occaſional helps to human weaknels. But let 
no man carry them farther. Let no man dream, 
that they have any intrinſic worth: or that Re- 
ligion cannot ſubſiſt without them. This were to, 
make them an abomination to the Lord. 

5. The nature of Religion is ſo far from conſiſt- 
ing in theſe, in Forms of worſhip, or Rites and 
Ceremonies, that it does not properly conſiſt in any 
outward actions, of what kind lo.ever. It is true, a 
mancannot have any Religion, whbas guilty of vi- 
cious, immoral actions; or who does to 9 
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what he would not they ſhould do to him, if he 
were in the ſame circumſtance, And it 1s alfo 
true, that he can have no real Religion, who knows 
to do good, and doth it not, Vet may a man both abſtain 
from outward evil, and do good, and ſtill have no 
Retigion. Yea, two perſons may do the ſame out- 
ward work, ſuppoſe feeding the hungry, or cloth- 
ing the naked: and, in the mean time, one of theſe 
may be truly religious, and the other have 
no Religion at all: for the one may act from 
the love of God, and the other from the love of 
praiſe, So manifeſt it is; that although true Reli- 
zion naturally leads to every good word and work, 
yet the real nature thereof lies deeper ſtill, even in 
the hidden man of the heart. 

6. I ſay, of the heart. For neither does Religion 
conſiſt in orthodoxy or right opinions; which al- 
though they are not properly outward things, are 
not in the heart, but the underſtanding, A man 
may be orthodox in every point ; he may not only 
eſpouſe right opinions, but zealouſly defend them 
againſt all oppoſers : he may think juſtly concern- 
ing the incarnation of our Lord, concerning the 
ever bleſſed Trinity, and every other doftrine, 
contained in the oracles of God: he may aſſent to 
all the three Creeds; that called the Apoſtle's, 
the Nicene, and the Athanaſian: and yet it is poſ- 
ſible, he may have no Religion at all, no more 
than a Jew, Turk, or Pagan. He may be almoſt 
as orthodox as the devil; (though indeed, not 
altogether, For every man errs in ſomething; 


we cannot well conceive him to hold any erro- 


neous opinion) and may all the while be as great a 
ſtranger asche, to the Religion of the heart, 

7. This alone is Religion, truly ſo called: this 
alone is in the hight of God of great price. The 
Apoſtle ſums it all up in three particulars, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, And 


Heſt, Rightegufneſs. We cannot be at a loſs con- 


cerning this, if we remember the words of our 


Lord deſcribing the two grand branches thereof, 
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dn Which hang all the Law and the. Prophets. Thou. 
alt love the Yord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy foul, and with a 
thy *Rtrength. This as the firſt and t command - 
ment, the firſt and great branch of Chriſtian Righ- 
teouſnefs. Thou ſhalt delight thyſelf in the Lord 
thy God: thou ſhalt ſeek and find all happineſs in 
him. He ſhall be thy faeld, and thy exceeding great 
reward, in time and in eternity. All thy bones 
ſhall ſay, Whom have 1 in heaven but thee? And 
there is none upon earth that I defire beſide thee 1 Thou 
malt hear and fulfil his word who faith, My on, 
give me thy heart. And having given him thy 
cart, thy inmoſt ſoul,-to reign there without a 
rival, thou mayeſt well cry wut, in the fulneſs of 
thy heart, I will love thee, O Lord, my ſtrength. 
The Lord is my rock and my defence: my Saviour, my 
God and my might, in whom, { will truſt: my buckler, 
the horn ao of my ſalvation and my refuge. 

8. And the ſecond commandment is like unto 
this; the fecond great branch of Chriſtian Righ- 
teouſneſs is cloſely and inſeparably conne ed 
therewith, even Thou alt love thy neighbour as 
thyſelf. . Thou fhalt love. Thou ſhalt embrace with 

b the moſt tender good-will, the moſt earneſt and 
2 cordial affettion, the moſt inflamed deſires of pre- 
© venting or removing all evil, and of procuring for 
him every poſlible good—Thy neighbour —that is, 
not only thy friend, thy kinſman, or thy acquain- 
tance; not only the virtuous, the friendly, him that 
loves thee, that prevents or returns thy kindneſs; 
but every child of man, every human creature, 
: eyery ſoul which God hath made: not excepting - 
2 him whom thou never haſt ſeen in the fleſh, whom 
1 thou knoweſt not either by face or name: not ex- 
cepting him whom thou knoweſt to be evil and un- 
thankful, him that ſtill deſpitefully uſes and per- 
ſecutes thee, Him thou ſhalt love as thy/elf ; with 
the fame invariable thirſt after his nn | 
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every kind; the ſame unwearied cafe to ſkreen him 
e might grieve or hurt either his ſoul 
or * 1 Is 1 

9. Now is not this love The fulfilling of the Law ? 
The ſum of all Chriſtian Wighteouſnels? Of all in- 
ward Righteouſneſs; for it neceſſarily implies 
Bowels of mercies, humbleneſs of mind (ſeeing love is 
not puffed up) gentleneſs, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, (for 
| love is not provoked, but belteveth, hopeth, endureth all 
| things) and of all outward Righteouſneſs; for 
5 Love worketh no evil to his neighbour, either by word 
5 or deed. It cannot willingly either hurt or grow 


pr * 


7 any one. And it is zealous of good works. Every 
— lover of mankind, as he hath opportunity, doth 


. good unto all men; being (without partiality and 
; without hypocriſy full of mercy and good fruits. 
10. But true Religion, or a heart right toward 
God and man, implies happineſs as well as holi- 
neſs, For it is not only Righteouſneſs, but alſo 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. What peace? The 
peace of God, which God only can give, and the 
world cannot take away, the peace which paſſeth: 
all underſtanding, all (barely) rational conception; 
being a ſupernatural ſenſation, a divine taſte of the- 
22 of the world to come: ſuch as the natural man 
noweth not, how wile ſoever in the things of this 
world: nor indeed can he know it, in his preſent. | 
ſtate, becauſe it is ſpiritually diſcerned, It is a peace as; 
that baniſhes all doubt, all painful uncertainty; the 
Spirit of God bearing witneſs with the ſhirit of a 
Chriſtian, that he is a child of God. Andit baniſhes 
fear, all ſuch fear as hath torment; the fear of the 
wrath of God, the fear of hell, the fear of the de- 
vil, andin particular, the fear of death: he that hath . 
the peace of God, defering (if it were the will of 
God) to depart and to be with Chriſt. Wet I 
11. With this peace of God, wherever it is fixed 
in the ſoul, there is alſo oy in the Holy Ghoſt : joy 
wrought in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt, by the 
ever- bleſſed Spirit of God, He it is that worketh 
in us that calm, humble rejoicing in God, a 
| ri 
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Chriſt Jeſus, by whom we have now received the 
atonement, the reconciliation with God; and that 


enables us boldly to-confirm the truth of the Royal 


Pſalmiſt's declaration, Bleſſed is the man (or rather 
happy } whoſe unrighteouſnefs is forgiven, and whoſe 
is covered, He it is that inſpires the chriſtian 
ſoul, with that even, ſolid joy, which ariſes from 
the teſtimony of the Spirit, that he is a child of 
God: and that he gives him to rejoice with joy un- 
Speakable, in hope of the glory of God : hope, both of 
the glorious image of God, which is in part and 
ſhall be fully revealed in him ; and of that crown of 
glory, which fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven 
or him. | | 
12. This holineſs and happineſs joined in one 
are ſometimes ſtiled in the inſpired writings, the 
kingdom of Goa, (as by our Lord in the text) and 
ſometimes, the kingdom of heaven. It is termed the 
kingdom of God, becauſe it is the immediate fruit of 
God's reigning in the ſou], So ſoon as ever he takes 
unto himſelf his mighty power, and ſets up his 
throne in our hearts, we ate inſtantly filled with 
this r:ghteouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
It is called the kingdom of heaven, becauſe it is (in 
a degree) heaven opened in the foul, For wholo- 
ever they are that experience this, they can aver, 
before angels and men, 


4 © Everlaſting life is won: 

Glory is on earth begun :” 
According to the conſtant tenor of . Scripture, 
which every where bears record, God hath given 
unto us eternal life, and this oe is in has Son. He that 
hath the Son (reigning in his heart) hath life ; 


even life everlaſting) 1 John v. 11, 12. For this 
xs. life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and 
Feſus Chrift whom thou haſt ſent, John xvii. g. And 
they to whom this 1s given, may confidently ad- 
dreſs God, though they were in the midit of a fiery 


00 Thee 


furnace 


4+» 1 


PT 


& Thee—Lord, ſafe-ſhielded by thy power, 
Thee, Son of God, Fekovah, we adore 
In form of man deſcending to appear: 
To thee be ceaſeleſs halter: giVEn, 
Praiſe, as in heaven thy throne, we offer here: 
For where thy preſence is diſplayed, is heaven.“ 


13. And this kingdom of God or of heaven is at 
hand, As theſe words were originally ſpoken, 
they implied, that the time was then fulfilled, God 
being made manifeſt in the fleſh, when he would 
ſet up his kingdom among men, and reign in the 
hearts of his people. And is not the time now 


fulfilled ? For do ſaith he, I am with you always, 


you who preach remiſhon of fins in my name, 
Even unto the end of the world, (Matt. xxviii. 20.) 
Whereſoever therefore the goſpel of Chriſt is 
preached, this his Kingdom is nigh at hand, It is 
not far from every one of you, * 

enter thereinto, if ſo be ye hearken to his voice, 
Repent ye and believe the Goſpel. 


II. 1. This is the way, Walk ye in it, And 
firſt, repent, that is, know yourſelves, This is 
the firſt repentance, previous to faith; even con- 
viction, or fſeli-knowledge, Awake then thou 
that fleepeſt, Know thyſelf to be a ſinner, and 


what manner of finner thou art, Know That cor- 


ruption of thy inmoſt nature, whereby thou art 
very far gone from original righteouſneſs, whereby 
the jleſh luſteth always contrary to the Spirit, through 


that carnal mind which is enmity againſt God, Which 


it not ſubjeft to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
Know that thou art corrupted in every power, in 
every faculty of thy ſoul ; that thou art totally cor- 
rupted in every one of theſe, all the foundations 
being out of courſe, The eyes of thine under- 
ſtanding are darkened, ſo that they cannot diſcern 
God or the things of God, The clouds of igno- 
rance and error reſt upon thee, and cover thee with 
the ſhadow of death, Thou knoweſt nothing yet 

as 


Ye may this hour 
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will of God, but is utterly perverſe and diſtorted, 
averſe from all good, from all which God loves, 
and-prone to all evil, to every abomination which 
God hateth. Thy affections are alienated from 
God, and ſcattered abroad over all the earth. All 
thy paſſions, both thy deſires and averſions, thy 
Joys and forrows, thy hopes and fears, are out of 
frame, are either undue in their degree, or placed 
on undue objects. So that there is no ſoundneſs 
in thy ſoul ; but from the crown of the head to the 
ole of the foot (to uſe the ſtrong expreſhon of the 


prophet) there are only wounds and bruiſes and 


put riſying ſores. 
2. Such is the inbred corruption of thy heart 
of thy very inmoſt nature. And what manner o 


branches canſt thou expect to grow, from ſuch an 


evil root? Hence ſprings unbelief, ever depart- 
ing from the living God: ſaying, © Who is the 
Lord that I ſhould ſerve him? Tuſh! Thou, 
God, careſt not for it.“ Hence independence, 
affecting to be like the Moſt High; hence pride in 
all its forms, teaching thee to ſay, „I am rich, 
and increaſed in goods, and have need of nothing.” 
From this evil fountain flow forth the bitter 
ſtreams of vanity, thirſt of praiſe; ambition, co- 
vetouſneſs; the luſt of. the heh, the luſt of the 
eye, and the pride of life, From this ariſe an- 
ger, hatred, malice, revenge, envy, jealouſy, evil- 
ſurmiſings: from this all the fooliſh and hurtful 
luſts, that now pierce thee through with many ſor- 
#0ws, and if not timely prevented, will at length 
drown thy ſoul in everlaſting perdition. 

3. And what fruits can grow on ſuth branches 
as theſe? Only ſuch as are bitter and evil conti- 
nually, Of pride cometh contention, vain boaſt- 
ing, ſeeking and receiving praiſe of men, and ſo 
robbing God of that glory which he cannot give 
unto another. Of the luſt of the fleſh come glut- 
tony or drunkenneſs, luxury, or ſenſuality : for- 


& nication, 


as thou oughteſt to know, neither God, nor the 
world, nor thyſelf, Thy will is no longer the 
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nication. uncleanneſs, variouſly defiling that body, 


which was deſigned for a temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt : of unbelief, every evil word and work. 
But the time would fail, ſhouldſt thou reckon up 
all; all the idle words thou haſt ſpoken, provok- 
ing the Moſt High, grieving the Holy One of 
Tfrael : all the evil works thou haſt done, either 
wholly evil in themſelves, or at leaſt, not done to 
the glory of God. For thy actual fins are more 
than thou art able to expreſs, more than the hairs 
of thy head, Who can number the ſands of the 
ſea, or the drops of rain, or thy iniquittes ? 

4. And knoweſt thou not, that the wages of fin 
is death ? Death not only temporal, but eternal, 
The 12 that ſinneth it ſhall die + for the mouth of 
the Lord hath ſpoken it. It ſhall die the ſecond 
death. This is the ſentence, to be punifhed with 
never-ending death, with everlaſting deſtruftion from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power. Knoweſt thou not that every ſinner, not 
properly is in danger of hell-fire, that expreſſion is 
far coo weak: but rather, ig under the ſentence of 
hell-fire, doomed already, juſt dragging to execu- 
tion, Thou art guilty of everlaſting death. It is 
the juſt reward of thy inward and outward wicked- 
neſs, It is juſt, that the ſentence ſhould now take 
place. Dol thou ſee, doſt thou feel this? Art 
thou thoroughly convinced, that thou deſervedſt 
God's wrath and everlaſting damnation? Would 
God do thee no wrong, if he now commanded the 
earth to open and ſwallow thee up? If thou 
wert now to go down quick into the pit, into the 
fire that never ſhall be quenched? If God hath 
given thee truly to repent, thou haſt a deep ſenſe 
that theſe things are 10 ; and that it is of his mere 
mercy thou art not conſumed, ſwept away from 
the face of the earth. | 

5. And what wilt thou do to appeaſe the wrath 
of God, to atone for all thy fins, and to eſcape the 
puniſhment thou haſt ſo juſtly deſerved? Alas, 
thou canſt do nothing: nothing that will in * 
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wile make amends to God, for one evil work, 
ined well, 


x af mo pant ep? obedience, even. this would not 


ne for what is paſt. The not increaſing thy 


debt would not diſcharge it. It would ftill re- 
main as great as ever, Vea, the preſent and fu- 
ture obedience of all the men upon earth, and all 
the angels in heaven, would never make ſatisfac- 
tion to the juſtice of God for one ſingle fin, How 


vain then was the thought, of aer thy own. 


ſins by any thing thou couldſt do? It coſleth far 
more to'redeem one ſoul, than all mankind is able 


to Pays So that were there no other help fora 
gur 


ty ſinner, without doubt he muſt periſh 


everlaſtingly, 
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6. But ſuppoſe perfect obedience for the time to 
come,. could atone for the fins that are paſt, this 
Would profit thee nothing; for thou art not able 
t& perform it; no, not in any one point. Begin 
now. Make the trial. Shake off that outward 


mim that fo eaſily beſetteth thee. Thou canſt not. 
How then wilt thou change thy life from all evil 


10 all good? Indeed, it is impoſſible to be done, 
uilefs kf thy heart be changed. For ſo long as 


the tree remains evil, it cannot bring forth good 
Fruit, But art thou able to change thy own heart, 


from all fin to all holineſs? To quicken a ſoul 
that is dead in fin? Dead to God and alive only 
to the world? No more than thou art able to 
quicken a dead body, to raife to life him that lieth 
in the grave. Vea, thou art not able to quicken 
thy foul in any degree, no more than to give any 
degree of life to the dead body. Thou canſt do 


nothing, more or leſs, in this matter; thou art ut- 


terly without ſtrength, To be deeply ſenſible of 


this, how. helpleſs thou art, as well as how guilty _ 
and bow finf:l, this is that Repentance not to be re- 
pented of, which is the forerunner of the kingdom 


or 
Word, or 2 If thou covldft now do all 
thi -if ftom this very hour, till thy ſoul. 
fuld return to God, thou couldſt 53 per- 
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